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445 12th Street, NW 
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Washington, DC 20554 

 

Ex Parte Submission 

 

Re: Petitions for Declaratory Ruling Filed by BellSouth and Alabama 911 Districts Regarding 

the Meaning of the Commission’s Definition of Interconnected VoIP in 47 C.F.R. § 9.3 and 

the Prohibition on State Imposition of 911 Charges on VoIP Customers in 47 U.S.C. 

§ 615a-1(f)(1), WC Docket No. 19-44 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

In a June 7, 2019 ex parte notice, AT&T and other participants in this docket noted that the 

Florida court had not yet ruled on a motion filed by AT&T, CenturyLink, Frontier, and Verizon to 

extend the primary jurisdiction stay that court had entered.1   

On June 12, 2019, the court granted that motion, extending the stay through December 9, 

2019.   

A copy of that Order is attached as Exhibit A.   

In the Order, the court explained that Phone Recovery Services (“PRS”) alleges that 

Florida’s 911 statute “requires VoIP customers to pay up to five times as many 911 charges as 

similarly situated customers buying traditional telephone service.”  Order at 2.   

The court further noted that PRS’s “allegation implicates the federal provision that 

preempts states from imposing certain discriminatory 911 charges on VoIP customers,” citing 47 

U.S.C. § 615a-1(f)(1).  Id.  Finally, the court recognized that the Commission “has expertise and 

receives deference in interpreting the scope of that federal statutory provision” and, therefore, the 

Commission’s rulings “in its pending agency proceedings may have some effect on the outcome 

of the instant case.”  Id.   

                                                           
1 Windstream is also a defendant in the Florida actions, but did not join in the motion 

because the case in which it is a defendant is currently subject to the automatic bankruptcy stay, 

11 U.S.C. § 362. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1120+20th+St+NW,+Washington,+DC+20036/@38.9045825,-77.0475645,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7b7792eafc1:0xbffd0dbce6b15003!8m2!3d38.9045825!4d-77.0453758
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1120+20th+St+NW,+Washington,+DC+20036/@38.9045825,-77.0475645,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7b7792eafc1:0xbffd0dbce6b15003!8m2!3d38.9045825!4d-77.0453758
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1120+20th+St+NW,+Washington,+DC+20036/@38.9045825,-77.0475645,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7b7792eafc1:0xbffd0dbce6b15003!8m2!3d38.9045825!4d-77.0453758
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1120+20th+St+NW,+Washington,+DC+20036/@38.9045825,-77.0475645,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7b7792eafc1:0xbffd0dbce6b15003!8m2!3d38.9045825!4d-77.0453758
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1120+20th+St+NW,+Washington,+DC+20036/@38.9045825,-77.0475645,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7b7792eafc1:0xbffd0dbce6b15003!8m2!3d38.9045825!4d-77.0453758
file://///GAALPA1CDFILE19/ee296v$/Files/Celia%20N/att.com


2 
 

The court’s ruling and reasoning supports the arguments at 2-5 of the June 7, 2019 ex parte 

notice, while the limited duration of the stay highlights the need for prompt action in resolving the 

petitions for declaratory ruling.  See June 7, 2019 ex parte at 6-7.   

      Sincerely, 

 

 

      Matt Nodine 

      AT&T Services Inc. 

 

cc:  Terri Natoli 

       Michael Ray 

       Pamela Arluk 

       Michele Berlove 

       Erika Olsen 

       Elizabeth Cuttner 
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